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CONFIDENTIAL COPENHAGEN 1086 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, EC, PO, DA 

SUBJECT: EC FOREIGN MINISTERS MEETING: PORTUGAL 

1. ACTING POLITICAL DIRECTOR OLE BIERRING TOLD DCM 
APRIL 16 THAT THE EC FOREIGN MINISTERS HAD DEVOTED A 
GOOD DEAL OF ATTENTION TO PORTUGAL IN THEIR LUXEMBOURG 
DISCUSSIONS EARLIER THIS WEEK. WITHOUT GOING INTO DETAIL 
HE SAID THAT THE MINISTERS HAD AGREED THAT THEY SHOULD 
"OPEN UP" FOR FURTHER COOPERATION WITH PORTUGAL. THEY 
WOULD CONTINUE THIS POLICY AFTER THE APRIL 25 ELECTIONS 
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PORTUGAL AND DESPITE THEIR LACK OF ENTHUSIASM FOR A 
MILITARY GOVERNMENT. 

2. BIERRING SAID THIS WAS THE POLICY, BUT THE PROBLEM 
WAS HOW TO IMPLEMENT IT. THERE HAD BEEN SOME CONSID- 
ERATION GIVEN TO THE POSSIBILITY OF WORKING WITHIN THE FRAME- 
WORK OF THE PRESENT AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE EC AND 
PORTUGAL. IN THAT CONNECTION, HE SAID, THE PORTUGUESE 

HAD INDICATED THEY WOULD LIKE TO ENLARGE THE SCOPE OF 
THEIR RELATIONS WITH THE EC, PARTICULARLY IN THE FINANCIAL 
AREA. 

3. COMMENT: THERE WILL PROBABLY HAVE TO BE CON- 
SIDERABLY MORE DISCUSSION AMONG THE NINE BEFORE THEY 
CAN DECIDE IF THERE IS ANYTHING VERY CONCRETE THEY CAN 
DO FOR PORTUGAL IN THE SHORT RUN. GIVEN THE SOFTNESS OF 
THE RECENT DANISH APPROACH TO THE PORTUGUESE, WHICH HAS 
NOW BEEN PUBLICLY REVEALED HERE, IT IS LIKELY THA THE 
DANES WOULD BE HESITANT TO SUPPORT ANY FURTHER POLITICAL 
DEMARCHE BY THE EC OR OT UNDERTAKE ANOTHER ONE THEMSELVES. 
NOR WILL THE CURRENT NATIONALIZATION MEASURES BEING UNDER- 
TAKEN IN PORTUGAL MAKE IT ANY EASIER TO ENCOURAGE BROAD 
SUPPORT FOR FURTHER INVESTMENT THERE. 
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